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•	 luck:	fortune•	chatting:	talking

Slavery
Use	the	Internet	to	find	out	the	following	things.
When	did	the	first	black	slaves	come	to	America	from	Africa?
Why	is	Jamestown,	in	Virginia,	important?
Who	is	Anthony	Johnson?
What	is	the	Underground	Railway?
When	is	slavery	abolished?

  

‘How did you get to the island?’
‘I swam across the river.’
We sat there chatting• for a long time. I liked talking to Jim 

because he knew a lot of things. He understood signs. He knew 
which ones meant good luck• and which ones meant bad luck. 
He knew which signs meant bad weather, too. When he saw some 
birds flying low in the sky he said, ‘It’s going to rain later, Huck. 
We must find a dry place to make a camp.’  

The next day we climbed to the top of a big hill in the middle 
of the island and found a cave in the rock. ‘This is a good place,’ 
Jim said. ‘Let’s make our camp here!’

4	The	floATIng•	hoUse

The cave was perfect. It had a high roof• so Jim could stand up in 
it, and it was cool and dry. We carried up the animal traps•, the 
fishing lines and the provisions and then we put some blankets 
on the floor. Near the entrance of the cave, there was a flat piece 
of rock. ‘We can build a fire on that,’ Jim said. 

We caught and cooked a fish for dinner and ate it with some 
corn• bread. While we were eating the sky became very dark. 
We heard thunder• and saw flashes of lightning•. A strong wind 
started to blow. Then the rain came down. It was the worst 
summer storm for a long time. We watched it from inside our 
comfortable new home and I didn’t want to be anywhere else in 
the world at that moment. 

StormS
Do	you	like	storms?
Imagine	you	are	huck.
Close	your	eyes
and	describe	how	you	feel.

•	 floating:	staying on water
•	 roof:	the top covering of a building
•	 thunder:	loud sound in the sky after 

lightning

•	animal	traps: equipment used for 
catching animals

•	corn:	

•	 flashes	of	lightning:	see illustration
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It rained for twelve days without stopping. The river rose•. 
Some parts of the island were covered in water and we used 
the canoe to move around. We saw rabbits, snakes and turtles• 
sitting in the trees. They were trying to escape the water. A big 
raft made of logs drifted past us on the river. We caught it and 
put it in a tree. Then one night we saw a whole house floating in 
the water. We paddled up to it but it was too dark to see anything 
so we decided to wait until it was day. 

When it was light we looked through the window and saw a 
bed, and a table and two old chairs. There were some clothes 
hanging• on the wall. In one corner there was something on the 
floor that looked like a man.

‘Hey, you!’ Jim shouted. But the man didn’t move.
‘Do you think he’s asleep, Jim?’ I asked. 
‘I don’t know,’ Jim replied. ‘I’ll climb in and have a look. Stay 

here!’
He went and looked at the man.
‘He’s dead,’ he said. ‘Somebody has shot him. There’s a bullet• 

in his back.’ Jim said, and he threw a blanket over the body. 
‘Don’t look. He’s been dead for several days. It’s a horrible 

sight•.’ 

the man
Who	do	you	think	the	man	is?
With	a	partner	invent	his	story.

•	sight:	thing to see
•	 turtles:	animals which live in or near 

water and have a thick shell

•	bullet:	metal you put in a gun 
•	hanging:	fixed to the wall
•	 rose:	(to rise) got higher
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I didn’t look. There were more interesting things on the floor. 
I found a lantern•, a knife, some candles, a tin cup, a blanket, 
an axe, some nails•, a girl’s dress and hat and a wooden leg. Jim 
and I took them all and put them in the canoe. There was also an 
old straw hat on the floor. It was just my size so I took that, too. 

IntereStIng thIngS
how	can	huck	use	the	things	he	takes	from	the	house?	
Discuss	your	ideas	with	a	partner.

He can use the lantern and the candles for…
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The days passed and the river went down. 
‘I think I’ll go to the town and get some news,’ I told Jim one 

morning. 
‘Be careful, Huck,’ Jim said. ‘The people in St. Petersburg 

know you and they think that you’re 
dead. Why don’t you put on the 
dress and pretend to be a girl?’

‘Good idea, Jim!’
So I put on the clothes and 

practised walking like a girl. 
‘What do you think, Jim?’
‘Very good, Huck. Nobody will 

know you’re really a boy! Ha ha 
ha!’

I took the canoe and paddled 
across the river to the town. Very 
soon I met a woman and we started 
talking. She told me that her 
husband and another man were 
looking for a runaway slave.

‘They’re going to go to Jackson’s 
Island tonight to catch him,’ she 
said. 

This wasn’t good news for Jim. 
I hurried back to the cave to tell 
him.

‘Jim! They know you’re here. 
They’re coming to get you tonight. 
We must leave NOW!’

We put all our things, including 
the canoe, on the big raft and set 
off down the river for the town of 
Cairo, where the Mississippi and 
the Ohio rivers meet.


